
APRIL 2010 NEWS FROM ZIMbabwe 

There’s hippos near our house:   Greetings! Tax day for 2010 has come and gone and so has Feb. and 

March 2010. Welcome April-HARVEST timeΦ LΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ writing from Lake Kariba the largest manmade 

lake in Africa!!!! It absolutely beautiful as hippoǎΣ ōŀōƻƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻŎΩǎ surround our lodge. The 3 

bedroom (sleeps 6 or more) house sits on the waterΩs edge ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ 

lake and we were able to drive to the dam (just at the Zambia border) to see the water bursting out as 

ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ƙƻƭiday weekend-

Independence Day was Sunday so Monday is a holiday. I was not able to take off any time during the 

Easter weekend due to a team from Atlanta being here so a  few friends (Dan, Mary, Claire & I) planned 

a trip to Kariba. What a needed time of rest. I was nearing a big time burn out. Life can be such a 

struggle with attending to all the orphan homes and maintaining the church clinic there is never rest in 

sight unless you schedule it in. ±ƛŜǿƛƴƎ άƘǳƴƎǊȅ ƘƛǇǇƻǎέ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ as we sit on the 

verandaΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƴƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŎǊƻŎΩǎ ǇƻǇ ǳǇ ƛn the river only 20 Meters away can 

be quite relaxing! We took a boat ride, visited a banana farm, read, napped and even attended a small 

part of a Johanna Masoe church service. The lodge comes with an awesome man, Matambo, who cooks 

and cleans as we can also practice our Shona with him. Tonight he had to wait to walk a few meters to 

his home because hippos were blocking his path. He attended to our every need and we so appreciate 

his care. LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  

Car issues:   Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇΧ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ н ѹ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ. 

February consumed me with car issues as I recovered from my insect bite infection. Dead batteries 

(have2), broken belts, and stolen air filter were issues I had to deal with. Finding the air filter was the 

most comical. L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻlen until I had the oil changed and found an old 

dilapidated one left in its place. My car is a 1994 and the parts are hard to find. No one seemed to have 

ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ мллΦлл ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ 

determined to find one for less. With a savvy young man, alongside, we visited nearly every auto parts 

shop in Harare.  I was ready to give up when the filter was found and for 40.00. When you need a part 

you just need to go into the city and ask around. People will flock to your vehicle and attempt to find 

whatever it is you need. Although it took one whole day I was happy to save the money. Next project 

shocks!! Never ending upkeep. 

Chaplin’s retreat and induction of new Evangelical Bishop:  

The Karanda ChaplinΩs were invited to attend a 

weekend retreat at my church.  A time to rest 

and get refreshed was planned for the 4 of them. 

We had lots of time to chat, pray for each other, 

visit friends,  tour the training site and for 

ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ visit at the 

hospital and these particular staff are so 

precious to the work being done there.  Pastor 

Magojo became the new Evangelical Bishop and 



what a celebration it was! Nearly 3,000 well wishers from the Evangelical church denomination all over 

Zimbabwe attended. Singing, dancing, speeches and lots of food made for an enjoyable time.  

Foundations for Farming Champ’s Conference: Held every March and September.  Its fun meeting the 

delegates and then helping out where ever needed (mostly medical). Please check out website 

www.foundationsforfarming.org. All sorts of people come to the trainƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ LΩƳ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ of the church clinic which sits on the same 

property as the training site.  

Baby Masimba arrives, Wedding and FuneralΥ DŀǊƛƪŀƛ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ōŀōȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ 

to have this beautiful baby boy 

(Masimbashe) as a part of our lives.   

Virginia, age 24, had already lost 2 babies 

and this baby was born healthy and with a 

very loud voice. We thank God for him and 

pray he grows up to follow our Savior.  

Farayi and Joyce wed in a lovely garden 

wedding with friends and family watching. 

Also attending was their 3 month old baby 

Anotida. They had been married traditionally 

ōǳǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ άǿƘƛǘŜέ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƭǎƻΦ CǳƴŜǊŀƭǎ 

are many and even though I attend more 

than my share I am always available to pay my respect to the families. 

Easter, Atlanta and Portland: Easter here is celebrated from Thursday thru Sunday. Churches have 

conferences and camps where people stay together the entire time.  I attended a few different functions 

and then a wonderful church service at my local church. That evening a team of 15 arrived from North 

Metro Church in Atlanta. For the next week we (staff of Hands of Hope) hosted this enthusiastic team.  

LǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ aŀƴȅ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜr and greatness of our Lord. They went 

non-ǎǘƻǇ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎΣ άƎǳǘǘƛƴƎέ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻǊǇƘŀƴ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

We had our own Zimbabwe Extreme 

Makeover! Does that show film here?? We 

also have 2 young woman, from Portland,  

who have returned to Zim to help out with 

the orphans. TEAM will soon welcome a 

variety of visitors and short-term workers.  

½ƛƳōŀōǿŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

had in the past and God is moving in the 

church.    

http://www.foundationsforfarming.org/


Patients and more patients: Ellen, living with cancer and AIDS, after several months of minimal 

treatment is hanging in there. She has a huge open wound and is in a terrible amount of pain. We visited 

her in a tiny family hut after 1 month in the hospital where she received radiotherapy. Juliet, age 47, 

also ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎƘŜƳƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ όтрΦллύΦ IŜǊ 

daughter just had twins and takes care of her. Susan, a short but large bodied part-time staff kitchen 

worker, has a bad rt. Hip and lf. Knee. She remains unable to walk but we were able to get her into my 

car to have an x-ray taken. She was the only working family member in a family of 5. No husband and a 

daughter with a new preme grandbaby (born at 27 weeks). Another grandbaby recently died. I could go 

ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΧΦ 

A day in the life: This was my day (as follows) today (April 21st)-filled with twists and turns but life in Zim 

can be very unpredictable. I began the day at HOH office to check in and check e-mail. The house was 

bursting with our local staff, the couple that lives upstairs with a newborn (my Musukuru/grandchild), 

visitors at the gate, the 2 young woman that are staying there from the states along with local family 

members related to the family upstairs, dogs and the gardener.  

Not really getting much done I move on. I 

get a call to see if I will take a friends friend 

with me as the day unfolds. I agree although 

this young woman (visitor from South Africa) 

had just the week prior been in the hospital 

after a attempted suicide. Feeling a bit 

uneasy as I had just seen her in the CCU 

unresponsive I thought Ok maybe God wants 

me to have her with me.  I arrive at the Clinic 

to check in there and find one of the clinic 

staff not feeling well. She had a massive 

headache and possibly the flu. After several 

people confront me with different issues I precede to the office to get an update on what we need to do 

in the community. A field worker patiently waits to speak to me and when my conversation has a short 

lull she says there is a woman in labor out in the corn field. After assessing this woman I decide to take 

her to the hospital although it was very early pre-ǘŜǊƳ ƭŀōƻǊΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ L ŀƳ ǘƻƭŘ 

my clinic worker is about to pass out in the herbal drying room.  I drive to the other end of the 

Foundations for Farming training site to pick her up and bring her to the clinic to lie down.  Off I go to 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ όǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭύΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

me??? Next dropped the pregnant woman off after collecting her husband and sister. They explain they 

have no money and only one nappy (diaper).  I tell them I will pray that God provides. Time for a short 

coffee stop and then back to the clinic where my 2 clinic staff workers are ready to go make home visits. 

It had just rained so the roads were very muddy but we managed to visit 3 people. After the 3rd visit 

9ǾŜƭȅƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ 

to throw up.  I take the others back to the church and Evelyn home. Near her home we run into one of 

our very pregnant (full-ǘŜǊƳύ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƛƴ ƭŀōƻǊΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ōǳǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ 



at a clinic. Her husband is on the street corner with the suitcase to give her. We get the suitcase and 

head to a maternity clinic in a high density suburbΦ {ƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǎƘŜ 

may have to be transported if an emergency. What else could happen today? She comes to the 

reception area to tell me I can go and sheΩƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǳǇΦ L 

ƘŜŀŘ ƘƻƳŜ ōǳǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ hǊǇƘŀƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ aƻƳΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ IƛƭƭǎƛŘŜ DƛǊƭǎ 

home is no longer and a new partner will take over soon. It was a sad moment but one we all knew was 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ  bƻǿ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ L ŦƛȄ Ƴȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 

bed. Wow, what a day but thankfully tomorrow is a new one and never the same.  Praises and 

Prayer: 

-Chenjerai’s health is improving (read about him –see below) 

 

-Wonderful trip to lake Kariba 

-Vehicle is holding its own 

-New Evangelical Church partner for Orphan home 

-Amai’s from Orphan Home who lost their jobs to obtain new ones 

-Patience for understanding and mentoring these young woman visitors 

-Stamina & strength to get through the next 2 busy months 

Ephesians 3:13-20-quite encouraging! 

*note new G-mail –e-mail-jvanzevern@gmail.com 

*continue to check out Teams website: 



www.teamworld.org and go to Zimbabwe then Blog site. Here you can read some of what is 

happening here especially about the new Alliance!  

Thanks for your deeply felt prayers, e-mails and packages!! Keep them coming. I’m so very 

appreciative and blessed to be serving at such a time as this. Lovingly, Julie (footnote-baby boy was 

born 1 hr. after arrived at clinic) 

http://www.teamworld.org/

